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Important Dates

2016-2017
TERM DATES

TERM 1
Sunday 28
August
to
Thursday 15
December

First Parent-Teacher
Interview Date
Thursday 17-11-
2016

Address: Khalifa City B PO Box 36044 Abu Dhabi

From the Principal
Dear Reader,

For those new to the School this academic year
- welcome! For those returning to the School
this academic year — welcome back!

The start of an academic year is busy and full of
promise and amongst all the usual things that
we normally do, we are implementing changes
that will enhance how we help each student
and how we communicate with our
stakeholders. In the coming months we will
detail some of the changes this year to
teaching, learning and homework, along with
student attendance monitoring, recording and
timely notification to parents. We are also
implementing the Rubicon ATLAS IB Curriculum
Management System and incorporating the
ADEC Student Competences Framework (SCF)
into how we teach - these two efforts
combined should take teaching and learning at
the School to a new level. We are also now days
away from releasing our new Web site!

We will continue to focus on ensuring our
students come dressed in correct school
uniform (especially with appropriate — and safe
— ‘closed’ shoes), and we will also continue our
effective anti-bullying campaign.

Sometime this academic year the School will
participate in the ADEC School Inspection
(Irtiga’a) process. The resulting ADEC Inspection
Report will help the School to focus on areas
that it already does well and, most importantly,
those areas that it could improve upon. The
School appreciates the help and guidance of
ADEC, our valued education Partner.

In the next page please see brief overviews
from our KG, PYP, MYP, and DP areas.

With respect,

Mr. Anthony Wethereld (MEd, BEd, BTeach, CELTA, TAE)
School Principal
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KG (within PYP):

Thanks for the kind comments and wishes for the start of
the school year. The next few weeks will be ones of
adjustment for our students and they will be busy getting
to know teachers and classmates. Students will be learning
to work within a group and gain self-confidence in making
decisions. The School strives to provide an environment in
which each student can explore new activities and
experiences, and helps them to develop social skills like
sharing and taking turns through interacting with each
others. We work to help students to be happy whilst
starting their journey of enjoyment and love of learning.

PYP:

The PYP teachers are eager to continue to grow and learn
as educators and to help students to develop the skills and
attitudes necessary to be successful IB learners and global
citizens. The start of a new school year also enables us to
set the tone for learning and behaviour in the School. It is
an important time for teachers and children to establish
classroom routines and to set expectations of behaviour.
Teachers have been busy getting things ready and are
excited to welcome all parents to a Curriculum and
Information Night in the month of September. The evening
will provide families with information about the curriculum
standards from IB Programme Coordinators. We will advise
you of the date once it has been finalized.

PYP students will participate in many activities and take
action at the end of their learning outcomes. Providing
students with high quality learning activities in relevant
situations beyond the walls of the classroom is vital for
helping them to appreciate their first hand experiences
from a variety of different perspectives. Experiences
outside the classroom also enhance learning by providing
students with opportunities to practice skills of enquiry,
values analysis and clarification and problem solving in
everyday situations. This year, our grade five students will
prepare for their exhibition on the Trans-disciplinary theme
of ‘How we organize ourselves’.

MYP:

The MYP has undergone tremendous growth over the past
four years and is to develop further now that we are
approaching our Review visit next academic vyear.
This year will focus on further expanding our MYP practice
with special attention to interdisciplinary learning through
which students integrate different disciplines to reach
meaningful understanding of the world. This will be
achieved by focusing on a skill-based approach that will
guide students to access a variety of resources, evaluate
them and use them accordingly. Hence, the latter will
enrich the students learning experiences, making them
more authentic and engaging as well as helping students
become effective independent learners. The MYP is an
important phase that prepares students for the Diploma
Programme. Therefore, it is important that all students
take an active role in their learning.
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DP:

At the beginning of the new academic year of 2016/2017,
the DP staff would like to stress the fact that the School
does care about the Diploma students and wants them to
be life-long learners by equipping them with the necessary
skills needed for real life. The Diploma teachers are fully
prepared to provide students with the knowledge and
facilities required to help them achieve pleasant results in
their May 2017 examinations. To ensure success, we will be
communicating effectively with parents. Good luck to our
Diploma students in their various assessments!
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